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Summary:
Open sailing allows members that hold ratings to take out boats in winds they are rated for
outside of WYC events and WAC facility hours. This is one of the best ways to improve your
sailing experience, build your skills, progress in getting higher ratings, and do it on your own
time. Just remember you are the one who is responsible for maintaining your safety and making
smart decisions on the water for you and your crew. Please make sure you understand the
standard boat checkout procedures.

Rules:
The rules for open sailing are bound by the WYC By-laws and Policies. The document here only
gathers the most important information and quotes from these governing documents for
convenience, but by no means quotes all of the rules. References the full documents for more
information. Know that these quotes are only accurate up to the revised date of this document.
Failure to abide by the governing documents is grounds for suspension from the club.

Checkout Procedure (important):
● Everyone accessing the waterfront must follow proper checkout procedures.
● Use the online boat checkout form when checking out a boat.

○ Boat checkout form: http://checkout.washingtonyachtclub.org/
● Must be a current member and have an IMA membership to check out a boat.
● If the WAC is staffed at the check in window all those accessing the waterfront must

check in with either their Husky ID or IMA membership card.
● Any guest onboarding WYC boats must sign the guest waiver.

○ Guest Waiver: https://waiver.washingtonyachtclub.org/
● Any guest onboarding from the WAC must confirm IMA membership by emailing a

screenshot of the confirmation page. Both the current member and the guest must be in
the email chain.

○ IMA Membership: https://reg.recreation.uw.edu/profile/memberships
○ Email to: guests@washingtonyachtclub.org
○ Example screenshot:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GGzsnvma__15etrGuZAjSdY1zt_q-y-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UJSq2rIYHEnsx664MtPQRrOBfZJgbGWL/view?usp=sharing
http://checkout.washingtonyachtclub.org/
https://waiver.washingtonyachtclub.org/
https://reg.recreation.uw.edu/profile/memberships
mailto:guests@washingtonyachtclub.org


Boundaries:
● Dinghy Novice and Intermediate ratings must sail in Union Bay
● Dinghy Skipper ratings may sail east of the Aurora Bridge and North of 520 Bridge

Timeline:
● Must sail during daylight hours, sunrise to sunset
● All boats must be in sight of the WAC by sunset and be preparing to dock
● Keelboats have an exception to sail outside of these hours

Access:
● Details for accessing the sail locker will be provided to those with appropriate ratings

Policies

Article I - Definitions and Ratings



Article II - Use of Boats, Facilities, and Equipment




