
Fashion brands from Louis Vuitton to Levi’s are using artificial 
intelligence (AI) -generated fashion models on their websites and in 
their ad campaigns. These synthetic models are created from data 
scraped from the internet and, in some cases, from the biometric and 
visual data of individual human models. The technology is new but, as 
Minh-Ha T. Pham’s talk will explain, the conditions that make possible 
the use and expansion of AI-generated models are as old as the fashion 
supply chain itself. AI-generated models don’t mark a transformative 
shift in the fashion industry; they’re another example of global fashion’s 
long history of extractivism. As such, the answers for how to fight the 
automation of modeling work also lie in the long history of fashion 
workers’ struggles.

Minh-Ha T. Pham’s research focuses on the intersection of race, gender, 
class, and the fashion supply chain under global and informational 
capitalism. She’s the author of two books: Asians Wear Clothes on the 
Internet: Race, Gender, and the Work of Personal Style Blogging (Duke, 2015) 
and Why We Can’t Have Nice Things: Social Media’s Influence on Fashion, Ethics, 
and Property (Duke, 2022).

Accommodation requests related to a disability or health condition should be made by May 
8, 2024 to the Simpson Center 206.543.3920, schadmin@uw.edu.

Minh-Ha T. 
Pham
Artificial Intelligence and Fashion 
Models, or Business as Usual in 
the Global Fashion Supply Chain

Thursday, May 23, 2024
4:00 - 5:30pm (PT)
CMU 120

Add to Calendar

t. 206.543.3920
simpsoncenter.org

mailto:schadmin%40uw.edu?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/simpsoncenter/?mkt_tok=MTMxLUFRTy0yMjUAAAF7dCw9sQoiLLb259HWUKKhkSs49Tli1guPSeygxbEKxC2DgmZlEGCz5xVCOGBOulz3CphrclAhAwbXwYFVdjLgGTS1dd5Plg4XL3D5JeqhOlRq
http://www.twitter.com/simpson_center
http://www.instagram.com/simpson_center
http://www.facebook.com/simpson.center
https://www.youtube.com/c/simpsoncenter?sub_confirmation=1
https://simpsoncenter.org/events/event-detail?eventid=174112945&trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D174112945
http://simpsoncenter.org

